
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI 
 AT INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 

LEESA WISEMAN, ) 
  )  
 Plaintiff, ) 
  )  
vs.  ) Case No:   1816-CV27602
  ) 
MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF   )  
CORRECTIONS,  )  
 Defendant. ) 

JUDGMENT

 This cause came on for trial by jury beginning July 12, 2022.  Plaintiff appeared 

in person and by counsel Eric Playter, Chris Playter and David Lunceford.  Defendant 

appeared by representative and by counsel, Ashley Ray and Eliot Gusdorf.  A panel of 

forty (40) venire persons was summons and sworn. Voir dire was conducted by Plaintiff 

and then Defendant. Outside of the presence of the jury panel, strikes for cause and 

peremptory strikes were made. Parties stipulate on the record that the jury conforms to 

those strikes. The jury of twelve (12) with two alternates is seated. The remaining panel 

is dismissed. Jury is sworn. Instruction 2.01 is read to the jury. Opening statements are 

made by Plaintiff and Defendant. Recess instruction is given. Proceedings are adjourned 

for the day.

 On July 13, 2022 trial resumes with same parties, counsel and jury. Plaintiff’s 

presentation of evidence began. On July 20, 2022, Plaintiff rested. At the close of 

Plaintiff’s evidence, Defendants’ Motion for Directed Verdict was heard, considered and 

as to the Plaintiff’s disability claim, Count 7, was taken under advisement. As to all other 

points, the Motion for Directed Verdict was denied. Defendant then presented evidence. 
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Defendant rested on June 20, 2022. Plaintiff presented rebuttal evidence and rested on 

June 20, 2022. No further evidence was presented. At the close of all evidence, 

Defendant’s Motion for Directed Verdict at the Close of All Evidence was granted as the 

Plaintiff’s disability claim, Count 7. As to all other points, the Motion for Directed 

Verdict at the Close of All Evidence was denied. Recess instruction is given. Proceedings 

are adjourned for the day.

 On July 21, 2022, an instruction conference is held on the record, outside the 

presence of the jury. Instructions 2-24 are read to the jury. Closing arguments are given 

by each side. By agreement of the parties, juror #4, Carrie Davenport, is discharged. 

Alternate juror, #13, Cory Munson is seated in her place. Alternate juror #14, Becky 

Rockwell, is discharged. Jury retires to consider its verdict at 12:35 p.m.  

 At 3:26 p.m. the jury returns to the courtroom with the following verdicts:  

VERDICT A 

On Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman’s claim of race discrimination against Defendant 

Missouri Department of Corrections as submitted in Instruction 8, we, the 

undersigned jurors, find in favor of:

  Defendant Missouri Department of Corrections 

 On Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman’s claim of sex discrimination against Defendant 

Missouri Department of Corrections as submitted in Instruction 10, we, the 

undersigned jurors, find in favor of: 

Missouri Department of Corrections 

On Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman’s claim of retaliation against Defendant 

Missouri D6epartment of Corrections as submitted in Instruction 12, we, the 
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undersigned jurors, find in favor of:

Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman 

On Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman’s claim of hostile work environment against 

Defendant Missouri Department of Corrections as submitted in Instruction 12, we, 

the undersigned jurors, find in favor of:  

Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman 

 We, the undersigned jurors, assess the compensatory damages of Plaintiff 

Leesa Wiseman as follows:  

  For actual damages: $750,000.00 

  For punitive damages: $3,750,000.00 

The verdict was signed by twelve (12) jurors.    

VERDICT B 

 On the claim of Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman for retaliation against defendant 

Missouri Department of Corrections as submitted in Instruction 18, we, the 

undersigned jurors, find in favor of:

  Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman 

 On the claim of Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman for hostile work environment 

against defendant Missouri Department of Corrections as submitted in Instruction 

20, we, the undersigned jurors, find in favor of:  

  Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman 

 We, the undersigned jurors, assess the damages of Plaintiff Leesa Wiseman 

as follows:  

  For back pay $176,053.60 
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  For past economic losses excluding back pay $100,000.00 

  For future economic losses $550,300.00 

  For non-economic losses $250,000.00 

  For punitive damages $5,500,000.00 

The verdict was signed by twelve (12) jurors.

The Court finds the verdicts to be in proper form and accepts them. The Court being 

otherwise fully advised in the premises, hereby orders as follows:  

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Judgment is entered on behalf of Plaintiff Leesa 

Wiseman and against Defendant Missouri Department of Corrections for compensatory 

damages in the amount of Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars  ($750,000.00).  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Judgment is entered on behalf of Plaintiff 

Leesa Wiseman and against Defendant Missouri Department of Corrections for back pay 

in the amount of One Hundred Seventy Six Thousand Fifty Three Dollars and Sixty 

Cents ($176,053.60).

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Judgment is entered on behalf of Plaintiff 

Leesa Wiseman and against Defendant Missouri Department of Corrections for past 

economic losses excluding back pay in the amount of One Hundred Thousand Dollars 

($100,000.00).

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Judgment is entered on behalf of Plaintiff 

Leesa Wiseman and against Defendant Missouri Department of Corrections for future 

economic losses in the amount of Five Hundred Fifty Thousand Three Hundred dollars 

($550,300.00).

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Judgment is entered on behalf of Plaintiff 
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Leesa Wiseman and against Defendant Missouri Department of Corrections for non-

economic losses in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00).

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Judgment is entered on behalf of Plaintiff 

Leesa Wiseman and against Defendant Missouri Department of Corrections for punitive 

damages in the amount of Nine Million Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars 

($9,250,000.00).

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that post judgment interest shall accrue from the 

date of this judgment.  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Court shall retain jurisdiction to determine 

such further damages as may be allowed by law.  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that plaintiff and defendant shall submit briefing on 

any remaining issues by or before September 16, 2022. Responsive briefing shall be filed 

by or before November 18, 2022.   

July 26, 2022     _____________________________ 
Date      JENNIFER M. PHILLIPS, Circuit Judge 

_____________________________


