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The Honorable Roger Marshall, MD 
Russell Senate Office Building 
Suite 479A 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Mike Braun 
404 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Kevin Cramer 
330 Hart Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 

 
The Honorable Mike Lee 
363 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Steve Daines 
320 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 
Dear Senators Marshall, Lee, Braun, Daines and Cramer:  
 
Thank you for your May 4, 2022, letter regarding children’s television programming that features 
LGBTQ+ characters and content.  
 
As you noted, the TV Parental Guidelines were created in 1996 to help parents make informed 
decisions about what programs are suitable for their children. In conjunction with the TV 
Parental Guidelines (also known as the TV ratings system), the television industry established 
the Monitoring Board to help ensure that ratings are applied on a consistent basis across 
networks and programs. The Monitoring Board is comprised of up to 24 members consisting of 
the chairman, representatives from the broadcast, cable and creative communities and public 
interest groups with expertise in the intersection of children and media including the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America, American Academy of Pediatrics, Call for Action, Entertainment 
Industries Council and National PTA.  
 
Satisfaction with the TV ratings system is evidenced by a 2020 national survey1 which found 
that 95 percent of parents are satisfied with the accuracy of the TV ratings. In fact, parents 
overwhelmingly (fully 80 percent) have a favorable opinion of the ratings system – and nearly 
nine in 10 parents find the TV ratings system helpful.  
 
Correspondence received by the Monitoring Board reinforces the value of the TV ratings. Of the 
709 public comments that were received between January 1, 2021, and April 30, 2022, only 36 
specifically addressed the TV ratings system.  
 
The role of the TV Parental Guidelines remains clear: to provide generalized information that 
parents can use to decide what their families watch. For example, TV shows that contain sexual 
activity are rated more maturely and an additional “S” descriptor may be added to indicate 
sexual situations.  
  

 
1http://www.tvguidelines.org/resources/KeyFindings2020Research.pdf 
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Measures like these coupled with our survey results and viewer comments that regularly reflect 
a favorable opinion of the TV Parental Guidelines affirm our belief that the current descriptors 
accurately reflect the content on TV and provide parents with a meaningful tool to assess 
television content.  
 
I thank you again for your letter on this matter.    
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Charles H. Rivkin  
Chairman, TV Parental Guidelines Monitoring Board  
Chairman and CEO, Motion Picture Association  
 
   


