
From: "Perryman, Angela"   
Date: February 29, 2020 at 5:05:52 PM GMT+1 
To: "Perryman, Angela"   
Cc: "Dixon, Tiphani Yvette"  
Subject: KU Suspension of Programs in Italy 

Dear KU Study Abroad Students and Families, 
  
It is with a heavy heart that I write to each of you to let you know of KU’s decision to suspend all study 
abroad programs in Italy for the Spring 2020 term.   The recent elevation of both the U.S. Department of 
State and CDC travel advisories for Italy to an Alert Level 3 “Avoid Non-Essential Travel” has necessitated 
this action. 
  
While we do not believe that there is a pressing health threat to students currently located in Florence, 
the events in mainland China and elsewhere during the past four weeks have demonstrated that 
countries may swiftly and unexpectedly make decisions that affect our students’ ability to move freely 
within their host communities, take part in daily-life activities, and travel out of their host country at the 
time of their choosing should they no longer feel comfortable staying.   KU, like the majority of U.S. 
institutions at this time, believes that the suspension of programs at this time is in the best interest of 
protecting your health and safety. 
  
In light of the suspension of KU Study Abroad programs in Italy, we ask that all students participating in 
the LdM semester program make plans to depart Italy by Friday, March 6th.   Most major airlines are 
waiving change fees, so we encourage you to contact your carrier and make return travel plans as soon 
as possible.  Please keep both KU and LdM updated should you have difficulty in rebooking your flights. 
  
In advance of departure from Florence, students should do the following: 

1. Meet as soon as possible with your LdM advisor to notify LdM of your planned 
departure from the program. 

2. Discuss with your LdM advisor the courses in which you are currently enrolled and the 
option to continue these courses via an alternate format. 

3. Send to me your updated travel itinerary as well your planned place of residence upon 
return to the United States (city, state) 

4. Send to me your course enrollment, noting which courses you will be able to continue 
and which are not available through an alternate format.  

  
LdM previously provided the following information regarding departure from Florence: 

If I want/need to return home, do I have the option of continuing/completing my 
courses remotely? 

Yes. LdM is currently working on offering this option to students. Those interested in 
doing so should contact their LdM advisor to set up an in-person meeting to address the 
transition to distance learning and any necessary adjustments.  LdM will coordinate with 
you and your home institution with the aim of preserving the required course load/credit 
transfer. 

All coursework completed through LdM (in-person/online) will be transferrable to KU as per students’ 
original academic plan and approval agreements.  For those students who are unable to complete one 



or more LdM courses remotely, we will attempt to identify a KU option to ensure students meet 
minimum semester course requirements (12 credits) for academic and financial aid purposes. 
  
I know this is incredibly disappointing, particularly given that life on the ground is fairly normal at this 
time.  Please know that we are here to support you in any way and answer any questions you might 
have as you proceed through the week ahead. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Angela 
  
Angela Perryman 
Director, Study Abroad 
 


