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a bee hotel
Local community members team up to help solve BEE housing shortage.
Bees play a keystone role in food production
and in the beauty of our world through the
pollination of fruits, vegetables, nuts, and
flowers, but these essential pollinators are
under threat and need our help. Bee numbers
are declining and, for the solitary bee, this is
mainly due to loss of habitat and safe living
quarters. We plan to help them by providing
safe and well-designed places to stay. A Bee
Hotel.
A Bee Hotel is a sustainable resting space for
solitary pollinator bees, which make up over

90% of the bee population. They are local bees
that pollinate flowers and other plants. Solitary
pollinators work independently to spread
pollen from plant to plant, flower to flower.
Solitary bees are different than honey bees.
They live individually, rather than as part of a
hive, and they don't make honey.
The Hotel “rooms” are designed as small
tunnels. Different species occupy different
diameters of tunnels and will construct a series
of 'cells' in each.

Make Your Own Pollinator Hotel:
Materials you will need:
Untreated wood, a drill, bundles of bamboo or hollow stems or paper to roll for the tubes, a saw,
screws, and possibly a hook if hanging the hotel.
Step-by-step guide:
1. Make a container. This can be any shape or size you want and is usually at least 5” to 7” deep, and at
least 12” wide and high. Our hotel was 7” deep, 36” wide and 44” tall. The container should be open on
one side and depending on where you are going to place it, can be open on the back too. It is
advisable to create a slope to the top so that the rain will roll off to protect the hotel and the open ends
of the tubes.
2. Make the tubes. They should be 3/32” to 3/8” wide. It’s a good idea to include a mix of different
widths of tubes, as different bees will want to use different sizes. Trim the tubes, to the same depth as
the container. If drilling these holes into wood blocks place them at approximately 3/4” centers. The
open end of these holes should face outwards, and be smooth of splinters and sawdust, as bees will
not use holes that are messy.
3. Pack your tubes or blocks of wood (or a combination) horizontally into the container. They should
be packed tightly so that they do not easily fall out.
4. Place your bee hotel. You can hang it from a hook against a wall, a fence, or install it on posts. Make
sure wherever you place it, its at least 3’ off the ground to protect the bees from animals, and that it is
firmly attached so that it doesn’t shake in the wind. Put it in a sunny place that’s also protected from
the rain. Our hotel has a waterproof back and we placed it facing southeast, away from prevailing
storms, and in a spot where the morning sun can warm the bees for the start of their day.
For more information go to: http://www.xerces.org/bees/

This event is part of the USGBC Green Apple Day of Service. Check out www.mygreenapple.org for more info!

